Evidence for an Antagonistic Effect of Anti-Le a on the Reactivity of Antibodies to M and N Antigens
Sir, The presence of multiple antibodies in a transfusion recipient not only poses problems in finding a compatible blood unit for transfusion but also exert difficulty in identification of specificity of the individual antibody involved. We have observed a unique problem in antibody identification in a 27-year-old recently delivered woman named HDG. She Immunoglobulin nature of anti-M and anti-Le a was found to be IgM, as their reactivity was abolished by the treatment of the serum using 2-mercaptoethanol. Anti-D was, however, typed as IgG since its reactivity had remained unaffected by 2-mercaptoethanol (the results are not tabulated).
The patients with the two different antibody specificities would react with the cells if both the corresponding antigens were simultaneously present on the cells or it would not react even if either of the antigens was present. This phenomenon was thought to be due to the synergistic effect being shown by the two antibodies. [2] The present report describes a hitherto unknown phenomenon, wherein an antagonistic effect of an anti-Lewis on anti-M or anti-N antibodies was clearly visible.
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